8.37—CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL SOCIAL NETWORKING AND ETHICS

District staff are encouraged to use educational technology, the Internet, and professional/education social
networks to help raise student achievement and to improve communication with parents and students.
However, technology and social networking websites also offer staff many ways they can present
themselves unprofessionally and/or interact with students inappropriately.

It is the duty of each staff member to appropriately manage all interactions with students, regardless of
whether contact or interaction with a student occurs face-to-face or by means of technology, to ensure that
the appropriate staff/student relationship is maintained. This includes instances when students initiate
contact or behave inappropriately themselves.

Social networking websites are online groups of Internet users allowing communication between multiple
individuals. The fundamental purpose of social networking websites is to socialize. Examples include, but
are not limited to, Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter. Staff members are discouraged from creating
personal social networking sites to which they invite students to be friends or followers.* Employees
taking such action do so at their own risk and are advised to monitor the site’s privacy settings regularly.

Whether permitted or not specifically forbidden by policy, or when expressed in an adult-to-adult, face-
to-face context, what in other mediums of expression could remain private opinions, when expressed by
staff on a social networking website, have the potential to be disseminated far beyond the speaker’s desire
or intention.

Public school employees are, and always have been, held to a high standard of behavior. Staff members
are reminded that whether specific sorts of contacts are permitted or not specifically forbidden by policy,
they will be held to a high standard of conduct in all their interactions with students. Failure to create,
enforce and maintain appropriate professional and interpersonal boundaries with students could adversely
affect the District’s relationship with the community and jeopardize the employee’s employment with the
district.
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